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Delivered in the Senate, May 1, 1862, 


ON THE BILL TO CONFISCATE THE PROPERTY AND FREE THE 
SLAVES OF REBELS. 


The Senate having resumed the consideration of the bill (8. No. wh to 
confiscate the property and free the slaves of rebels— 

Mr. Witson, of Massachusetts, moved to strike out the sixth section of 
the ndment of the Senator from Vermont, and, in lieu of it, to insert: 


Sac. 6, And be tt further enacted, That in any State or part thereof in which the inhabitants 
have by the President been heretofore declared in a state of insurrection, the President is here- 
by authorized and required, for the speedy and more effectual suppression of said insurrection, 
within thirty days after the passage of this act, by proclamation to fix and appoint a day when 
all persons holden to service or labor in any such State or part thereof, whose service or labor 
is by the law or custom of said State due to one who, after the passage of this act, shall levy 

_ war or participate in insurrection against the United States, or give aid to the same, shall be free 
and discharged from such claim to labor or service ; and thereupon said person shall be for- 
ever free and discharged from said labor or service, any law or custom of said State to the con- 
trary notwithstanding. 


Mr. WILSON said: 

Mr. Prestpent: The Senator from Vermont, [Mr. CoLtamer,] 
submitting this amendment to the original. bill, proposes to authorize the 
President of the United States, if in his judgment it shall be necessary for 

_ the more'speedy suppression of this insurrection, to appoint a day when 
all persons held to service or labor in any State whose inhabitants he has de- 
clared by proclamation to beina state of i insurrection, shall be declared free. 

“That honorable Senator, in the course of his speech, said that it seemed to 
be the chief object of some of the supporters of the original bill to carry that 
provision of the bill emancipating the slaves of rebels; and yesterday the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Cartier] alluded to and endorsed that declara- 
‘tion. Now, sir, I am free to confess here, that it is with me the chief ob- 
ct of solicitude. I care something for the confiscation of the property of 
leading rebels; but I do not wish to touch the property of the masses 
ofthe people. I think the distinction is a just one—that the leaders should 

‘be punished, and that the masses of the people should feel that they will 

be forgiven and protected if they return to their loyalty. 
~I do not expect that we shall realize any large amount of property by 
any confiscation bill that we shall pass. After the conflict, when the din 
of battle has ceased, the humane and kindly and charitable feelings of the 
country and of the world will require us to deal gently with the masses of 

_ the people who are engaged in this rebellion. It will be pleaded that wives 

and children will pec fon the crimes 43 husbands, apd fathers ; ; and such 
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rebel in the United States, I believe it will be false and recreant to , the 
cause of the country. 

I believe it is policy to emancipate the slaves of rebels. Gentlemen tell 
us that they do not'see success in this direction. I do not see success in 
any other direction. I expect the armies to win brilliant victories. I have 
no doubt of success, either on the Mississippi or at Yorktown, under Hal- 
leck or McClellan. I have no doubt but that the brave men whose hearts 
are burning with love of liberty and of country and hatred of this criminal 
that is striving to destroy the Republic, will, with arms in their hands, 
smite down its agents on land or wave. * Victory I am sure will flash upon 
the banners of the Republic. 

I believe that we are to win victories, but how are we to change the hearts 
of the masses of men that have plunged into’this rebellion? What made 
them hate the people of this country ? What made them jeer at the foiling 
millions of the free States as “ mud sills” of society? What made ¢hem 
scoff at the Declaration of Independence, and at the free institutions that 
do not pull down the highest to elevate the lowly up? What made them 
hate the old flag of our country? What made them raise their hands for | 
the overthrow of our institutions, the destruction of this Government, and 
this nation? Slavery made them do it. It was slavery, nothing more, 
nothing less, that perverted their hearts, clouded their reason, blinded 
their consciences, and made them traitors. Just in proportion to the 
strength of slavery in any locality in the country is the hate of the people 
against our institutions, our Government, and our people; and so long as 
slavery shall live, so long as it shall have vitality, so long as it shall be an 
institution to be nurtured and strengthened, upheld and sustained, so long 
as it shall be an element of power on this continent, just so long will the 
people now in rebellion against the Government hate our people and hate 
our country. An intelligent man: who believes in slavery, who would 
strengthen and spread it, who would nurture it, who would make it an 
element of political power, cannot love the democratic institutions of this 
country ; he cannot love the country itself. It is an impossibility, a moral 
impossibility. ‘ : 

You have all cast your eyes over the country in rebellion. Where live 
the loyal men? In western Virginia, in eastern Tennessee, in western 
North Carolina, in Missouri, in the mountain regions where there are few 
slaves. There you have men who are not seduced or conquered by slavery ; _ 
men who yet love our institutions, love our Government, love our people, 
love our old flag. But wherever slavery is strong it has seduced, subdued, 
or conquered the hearts of the people, made them disloyal against the coun- 
try ; and they will hate us so long as slavery is a power on earth. 

Sir, casting aside all regard for the bondman, looking at this question 
simply in the light of action for the suppression of the rebellion and the 
restoration of the future harmony and repose of the country, I believe it is © 
our duty to destroy the cause that has changed the hearts of millions of our 
people. Destroy slavery, and you take from the heart of that people the 
sole motive for hating us and hating our country, When they shall see 
that the cause of all their hate and disloyalty lies low in the dust, they will 
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rise again and support your institutions and your Government, and be proud 
again to recognise the flag of their country. Slavery has intoxicated and 
maddened the people of the slaveholding States. Tuke the cup from the 
trembling hand of the drunkard, who is ready, in his delirium, to smite 
down wife and child, and the drunkard will be a man again 4nd love and 
protect that wife and child. Strike the chains from the limbs of the slaves 
of rebel masters, and those masters will become loyal again, ready to pour 
out their blood for the institutions they now hate and the Government they 
‘so madly assail. 

Every hour of thought and reflection brings me to the conclusion ‘that 
death to slavery is life to the Republic. Believing this, I think it is our. 
duty to walk up to the extreme verge of our constitutional power, and I 
would go no further, but I would walk up to the extreme verge of consti- 
tutional power to destroy slavery. If there is a doubt, I would not give 
that doubt to slavery, but I would give that doubt to my country. If I 
have any doubts on these points I give the doubts in favor of my country 
against slavery, and not for slavery against my country. But, sir, I have 
no doubt. We have a right to take the life, take the property, and free 
the slaves of every rebel on this continent. While I would not take the 
lives of many, if any, while I would not take the property of more than the 
leaders, I would take the bondmen from every rebel on the continent, and 
in doing it I should have the sanction of my own judgment, the sanction of 
the enlightened world, the sanction of the coming ages, and the blessings 
of Almighty God. Every day, while the world stands, the act would be ap- 
proved and applauded by the human heart all over the globe. ‘ 

Sir, it seems to me our duty is as clear as the track of the sun across the | 
heavens, and that duty is, before the adjournment-of this Congress to lay low 
in the dust under our feet, so that iron heels will rest upon it, this great 
rebel, this giant criminal, this guilty murderer, that is warring upon the 
existence of the country. It is in our power to doit, and we ought to meet 
it; and I must confess I have no sort of respect for any of those doubts 
that have been thrown out during this session of Congress in regard to son 
policy of freeing the slaves of rebel masters. 

Why, sir, I remember from the time the flag of rebellion was raised, that 
every act of the Government to uphold its authority has been denounced in 
Congress and out of Congress as offensive to the rebels. We could not 
propose anything to sustain the authority of the Government without being 
told, “Oh, you will offend the loyel men of the border States, and you will 
exasperate the rebels.” We disregarded it in many cases, and this country 
has lost many lives and millions of dollars because we did not disregard it 
in the commencement and boldly act up to our constitutional obligations. 
Last summer, when it was proposed to free the slaves who had been actu- 
ally employed by their masters with arms in their hands to smite down our 
brethren, we were told, “It will not do; you will offend these rebels ; you will 
unite the hearts of the people of the slave States against you ; you will offend 
the loyal border State men.” Well, sir, we passed the act in spite of these 
doubts, and it is the law of the land to-day. I only regret that it is not 
more faithfully executed by the Government and by the military men in the © 
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service of the Government. When we proposed to abolish slavery in this 
District the other day, we were ‘told it would not do; we would unite the 
hearts of traitors against the country and strengthen their hands, and it 
would be a rock of offence before our border State men. We passed the 
bill, and this day and this hour thirteen thousand black men in this Dis- 
trict in their churches are offering up prayers to Almighty God for blessings 
on us for that beneficent act. Sir, every movement we make, every propo- 
sition we make, we are met with this same talk abont giving offence to 
rebels. I do not fear these rebels. Our bayonets will be as bright and as’ 
sharp after we act upon this subject as they are now. 

_ Sir, every day that slavery stands, every moment that it breathes the 
breath of life in all its power, there stands an enemy that can never love 
our people, our institutions, or our Government. It is a moral. impossi- 
bility. Then destroy it, and when it is gone will come back the old senti- 
ments of the Washingtons and the Jeffersons and the great men of the 
revolutionary era in the slaveholding States. Then will come back the 
love for the Declaration of Independence, for the Constitution of the United 
States, for the free institutions that adorn, bless, and elevate the masses of 
mankind. Then will come back the reverence for the glorious memories 
of the past. Then will.come back the love for the stars and stripes of our 
country. Then will come back a feeling of amazement and of shame that 
men were so perverted by the monster slavery as to imbrue their hands in 
the blood of their countrymen. Rebels will come back with a feeling of repent- 
ance for these crimes azainst their country. Then, when slavery is stricken 
down, they will come back again and offer their hands, red though they be 
with the blood of our brethren, and we shall forgive the past, take’them to 
our bosoms, and be again one people. But, Senators, keep slavery ; let it 
stand; shrink from duty ; let men, whose hands are stained with the blood 
of our countrymen, whose hearts are disloyal to our country, hold fast to 
the chains that bind three millions of men in bondage, and we shall have 
an enemy to hate us, ready to seiz2 on all fit opportunities to smite down 
all that we love, and again to raise their disloyal hands against the perpetu- 
ity of the Republic. Sir, I believe this to be as true as the Holy Evangelist 
of Almighty God, and nothing but the prejudices of association on the one 
side, or timidity on the other, can hold us back from doing the duty we owe 
to our country in this crisis. 

The Senator from Vermont has proposed in his amendment to authorize 
the President of the United States, whenever he shall believe it necessary © 
for the suppression of this rebellion, to issue his proclamation declaring 
the slaves of rebels frde,; This proposition gives up the whole question. 
If I understand it, it is a full concession. It concedes the right of this 
Congress to authorize the President of the United States to emancipate 
the slaves of rebels in all the States where he has made proclamation 
that the people are in insurrection. I accept it, sir; and if Congress 
has the right to authorize the President to issue a proclamation emanci- 
pating these slaves, if, in his judgment, he believes it necessary, then 
Congress has the right to authorize and require the President to do it if 

» Congress believes it necessary, for the suppression of the rebellion, that 
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such a proclamation shall be issued. The Senator from Vermont has 
laid down a doctrine upon which we can stand; and therefore I propose to 
amend his proposition, and not allow any diseretion anywhere but in the 
law, and let the law say that, for the more speedy'and efficient suppression 
of this rebellion, the President shall be authorized and required to issue 
his proclamation. We decide that question for ourselves. With the lights 
that are flashing upon us this day, how can we doubt for a moment? If 

the Senate will sustain the amendment I have;proposed, we shall require 
_ the President, thirty days after the passage of this act, for the speedy and 
more effectual suppression of this rebellion, to issue a proclamation declar- 
ing the slaves of rebels, in these States and parts of States, free. I hope 
the Senate will thus amend this proposition, so that we shall leave nothing 
to accident, nothing to contingencies. With the lights of to-day, let us 
meet the responsibilities of to-day, and do our whole duty. 

I feel, sir, that if we adjourn, if we go hence, without putting upon the 
statute-book of our country a law declaring the slaves of rebels free men, 
we shall be guilty of the blood of the brave men who are to uphold the flag 
of our country in the hot and sickly climes of the South. Many of them 
lie to-day in humble graves in the land of strangers. Many of them are 
now marching to the far South. They are to die by thousands with 
the disease and sickness of the climate. They are to perish by thousands 
on battle-fields. Shall we permit this power to stand in front of them, ready 
to overwhelm them? Shall we permit this power to stand unbroken, 
because we are afraid of offending timid or doubting men? Sir, I care 
for the blood of the brave men from my State, from the loyal part of the 
country, who are fighting this battle for freedom and for national life. 
Their lives are dearer to me than the doubtful constitutional rights of 
criminals, We are very tender of the constitutional rights of crime. 
Hardly a day passes that the constitutional rights of crime are not illus- 
trated in this Chamber or in the other House. Sir, I joyfully give my vote 
and my voice for the cause of my countrymen and my country, against the 
great criminal that stands to-day, with bloody hands, ready to pull down 
the institutions and destroy the existence of my country. In thus acting, 
I am cheered and sustained by the proud consciousness that I am actu- 
ated by a patriotism that embraces our whole country, and the present and 
future welfare of the Republic. 


WASHINGTON, DL. OG. 
SCAMMELL & CO., PRINTERS, CORNER OF SECOND STREET AND INDIANA AVENUE, 


1862, 
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